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Study of making Colored Stainless Steel Sculpture

- For proposing new art works for emerging city spaces

Rina Murao
(Aichi University of the Arts)

Abstract :

This is an experimental study of making colored stainless steel sculpture for the purpose of
proposing new types of sculptures for public spaces emerging in recent city redevelopment in
Japan. Colored stainless has increasingly been used for industrial products such as mobile phone
cases and thermo cups, as well as interior walls of shops and elevator doors. As for sculptures in
public spaces, there have only been a few made so far which were made by means of bending and
bolting stainless steel sheets that were colored before fabrication. This means working without
adding heat, thus leaving no marks of artist’s hand. On the contrary, this study explores oxidation
coloring of stainless steel after they are fabricated into objects. Test pieces were made in 1.5t
SUS 3042B, SUS 304BA, and SUS316L 2B to see how formation of color depends on different
materials, surface textures made by electric hand tools, and types of welding mark. Basic forms
suited for coloring stainless steel were designed as proto-types, and actual sculpture work was
made based on the results of tests in this study.

All tests of oxidation coloring treatment and technical advices in this study were made by Nakano

& Co. Labs, a company located in Tsubame City, Niigata, Japan.
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