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Technical Studies of a Work of Tamiji Kitagawa
in his Early Days and its Restoration Works

Noriyori Shirakawa
(Aichi University of the Arts)

Abstract :

Before treatment of “A boy at the Bible Redding” by Tamiji Kitagawa, a series of basic
investigations from the work, i.e. visual and optical observations, radiography and pigment analysis
using X-ray Fluorescence, were done. The support material is a jute cloth with coarse mesh and be
coated with white color, of which unconfirmed pigment can be lead white. The coat is found only
on the surface side of the painting. Uses of white pigment, as a simple hue or a blend element to
make pale or bright color, are found from various parts of top layers of the painting. The white
was zinc oxide or zinc white.

The restoration works were done to respect the original appearance and results of this pre-

survey.
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