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A Study on the Plan of Yotsuashimon in Shrines and Temples

Shinichi Hamada
(Nagoya Institute of Technology)

Abstract :

There has been no systematic study of gates in shrine and temple architecture. and many aspects
of their design methods remain unexplored. This study focuses on 103 shikyakumon (four-legged
gate) buildings designated as Important Cultural Properties to clarify how the plan dimensions in
particular were planned. It is revealed that some plan dimensions were determined by using a good
size such as 10 shaku, some by using multiples based on the pillar diameter. some by the rafter
spacing. and some by other plans. and the background of these plans is explained.

The ultimate goal of this research is to create new value for the Shikyakumon and to link it to
the protection of cultural properties in each region by designating as many of them as possible as

cultural properties.
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